Newsle¬er from Kanaan 2013 /2014
Dear Friends,

Translated from our German letter of
September 2013

We’d like to begin with a verse from Zephaniah that resonates with us just now:

I will leave within you the meek and humble,
who trust in the name of the Lord. Zephaniah 3:12 NIV
Other translations have “an afflicted and poor people” (KJV/ASB), or “a humble
and powerless people” (CEB). It sounds very much like what we are experiencing as a community right now, and perhaps some of you are in a similar
position. But we also chose this verse because it is applicable to the process
the Church is undergoing. At first glance, it sounds quite negative, speaking of a time of humbling, powerlessness and affliction. But much stronger
are the positive implications: this process is to lead us into wholeness and
strength in Him.
The “poor and humble”, those who are going through testing in big ways or
small and whose faith is being tried – these are the ones the Lord is making
fit for His use. In a world of changing values and a multiplication of choices
clamouring for our attention, people are increasingly disoriented. We need
clear signposts to a viable alternative – living signposts to our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.
Threats to peace, stability and financial security; to ethical norms and family
life (gender ideology); to privacy and basic freedoms (global surveillance/
monitoring): these are some of the legitimate concerns that weigh us down
and cause us unease. But let’s not lose sight of their common root: the deadening of conscience. Compromise begins in our own heart. Imperceptibly,
solidarity with the sinner mutates into solidarity with sin, and love for the sinner is perverted into love for sin. Examples of this are all around us, and are
part of our daily experience in varying forms and degrees. It is the inevitable
consequence when tolerance becomes divorced from conscience.
A deep concern prompts us to publish in the adjacent column the standpoint
of our sisterhood as formulated for leaders in the Protestant Church in HesseNassau. Perhaps it will help stimulate a clearer concept of tolerance as we
grapple with these issues.

As we look back over the past year we are filled with gratitude that our heavenly Father has once more provided for all our needs and protected Kanaan,
blessing us with an abundance of home-grown fruit. Thousands of miles

TOLERANCE is recognized as a major
strand of Christian ethics, and rightly
so. Our contemporary mindset rates
tolerance particularly highly and scorns
anything that seems to run counter to it.
Intolerant behaviour and attitudes are
obviously wrong and hurt others: we
need to ask both them and God for forgiveness. The sad history of Christianity
is a case in point, as are the horrors
perpetrated by the Nazis in more recent times.
Tolerance involves the readiness to
hear and respect someone else’s convictions, being prepared to learn from
them and letting them stand even if
they are diametrically opposed to our
own standpoint.
Mistaken tolerance is compromising
one’s own standpoint out of fear, the
desire to oblige, opportunism … or even
abandoning it for the sake of peace and
quiet.
A church that bends over backwards to
accommodate all options may pride itself in its tolerance, but in reality it is becoming irresolute and ineffectual. The
lack of parameters to regulate tolerance allows a pick-and-mix, anything
goes approach. True tolerance functions within a set of values on which it
is firmly founded.
If too much importance is attached
to a tolerant mindset, without its 

being balanced by clear standards,
the church will miss its true vocation. The whole world may be won
over – but in the process the church
will turn intolerant towards its own
members and end up doing itself
deep damage and causing further
divisions. The end result will be a
lack of credibility: before itself and
before the world.
Tolerance that is not firmly anchored
in the Bible robs the church of the
authority to bring about the reformation needed today. Still less will
it empower the church to change
lives from within.
Radical and lasting changes can only come about through a dynamic
relationship with Jesus, who said of
Himself that He is the way, the truth
and the life.
The church’s present difficulties go
back many years, stemming from
fundamental changes in the interpretation of the Bible. In the words
of Polish philosopher Stanisław
Jerzy Lec, ‘A word that has become
flesh has ceased to be literature.’
If the Lord of the Church is no longer
the centre of its life and ministry,
nothing will prevent its decline.
The church that centres on Jesus,
however, joins together as a Christcentred unity, with Messianic Jews
a vital part. This is the church with
a future.
August 21, 2013

of travel by car and plane inspire
us with thanks that not only were
the costs covered, but God’s protecting hand was over us. Month
by month, all our bills were paid –
including many additional expenses such as repairs to our buildings
and medical costs for both sisters
and brothers. Not once did God’s
help come too late, and we can truly say, “Great is His faithfulness!” In
the faithfulness of our Lord we also
see the continuing faithfulness of
our many dear friends. Thank you,
all of you, so very much, for supporting us in many different ways:
by prayer, practical help and giving,
financially and otherwise – all evidence of your love and care for us.
These months have often found us
standing at the grave of someone
we have loved – each time a farewell, but in the joyous assurance
that the one we have lost is now
free from pain and has entered the
glory of heaven. We are thankful for
the fellowship we enjoyed and for
all that each sister or brother meant
to us and our community. Now they
are among the “cloud of witnesses” and encourage us to make our
heavenly calling sure by remaining
faithful to Jesus.
As our numbers decrease, we
sometimes feel a bit like rubber
bands – stretched to the limit, but
safely held in our Father’s loving
hands. How thankful we are for
everyone who came to our assistance, young and not-so-young,
men and women who have selflessly helped in practical ways. It is
largely thanks to you that the “rubber bands” haven’t snapped.
It has been a pleasure for us to welcome so many guests at Kanaan
from near and far: individuals and
groups, from Switzerland to Korea,
Brazil, or China; from missionaries
to businessmen, students or mem-
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bers of communities; Mennonites,
Copts … to name a few of those with
whom we have had precious fellowship.
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Winterthur, Switzerland
Speaking
engagement
in Slovakia

Aware that many people find it difficult to get away from the electronic
information deluge, we are praying for ways to help Christians in
ministry who need a place where
they can withdraw for quiet prayer.
It will be exciting to see how the
Lord continues to lead us in the
coming year.
The troubles in Egypt did little
to discourage the young Coptic
Christians who were determined
to get to Kanaan for the youth programme last summer. Getting a
visa has always been difficult, but
this year there was the added challenge of reaching the airport for
their outgoing flights – and getting
back home again. These were major
prayer concerns for them and for us
too. Maybe because they were determined to come, the Lord worked
in their lives in a profound way. The
Christians in Egypt and in Syria really
need our support in prayer.

Despite decreasing numbers here
at Kanaan, God is still leading our
ministry into new areas – a source
of amazement to us as we watch
Him work!

Unity in the Lord in Kutasó, Hungary

Sister Helena’s trips in Spain,
Argentina (with Sister Adola) and
Chile were visibly blessed. There
were new openings for our literature, and on several occasions she

was able to bring a measure of comfort to wounded Jewish hearts. “It’s
the first time a Christian has come to
us with a sign of love” said someone
in Valencia, Spain. Sister Helena
was also asked to speak at the first
Gathering of Jews and Christians in
Chile, with more than a thousand
attending. Her brief testimony was
well received.
During two extended trips to her
native South Korea, Sister Ambrosia
edited Korean publications for reprinting as revised editions. Bride
of Jesus Christ and other Kanaan
publications in both Korean and
Chinese found their way as far as
Shanghai in mainland China. In
addition, she was invited to travel with other Christian publishers
from Korea to the International
Book Fair in Beijing. Several of our
Chinese books were printed in the
simplified characters of mainland
China in time for their visit.
In Kutasó, Hungary, Sister Josuana
and Sister Firmita have been able to
welcome a steady stream of guests
from inside and outside the country
despite their remote location, and
to accept speaking engagements in
a variety of fellowships. They write:
“Etalon Films, the biggest Catholic
distributor, wants to commemorate
Mother Basilea’s life with a special
edition of 1000 DVDs comprising all the Kanaan films available
in Hungarian. Friends have worked
hard on the translation of another
book. Their efforts were rewarded
when a pastor ordered 50 copies
straight away for his church retreat.”
Most precious of all for our sisters
is meeting with Holocaust survivors and Christians who are working together to uncover and come
to terms with Hungary’s painful past.
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Our sisters in Norway and in Finland
have encountered opposition, but
have continued undeterred. The cross
marks their national flags, and the cross
is central to their message, for as in all
our Western countries, contemporary
thinking tends to focus on avoiding suffering. On the other hand they are seeing a common love for our crucified and
risen Lord drawing Christians of very
different backgrounds closer together.
The Gaming Charterhouse, a former
monastery in Austria which now functions as a Catholic retreat centre, was the
backdrop for a particularly clear example of this. According to their newsletter, this year saw a break with tradition –
definitely a first. Not only was this retreat
led by Protestants, but it was actually a
woman (Sister Joela) who spoke there!
Ever since our community began, encouraging genuine Christian unity has
been high among our priorities. This
was the issue Mother Basilea addressed
in a private audience with Pope Pius
XII sixty years ago. What we were now
seeing was a measure of fulfilment of
her vision. The Austrian leadership had
invested a great deal of prayer in the
preparation of this retreat, and the resulting openness and unity in spirit were
so great that our sisters returned home
richly blessed.

After several visits there, the town of
Oświęcim-Brzezinka (Auschwitz-Birkenau) in Poland has become like a sec-

ond home for a number of us. In April,
Sister Arimathia discovered something
deeply meaningful: the Polish text of
repentance that Mother Basilea had left
at the Death Wall in Auschwitz in June
1967. The lovingly scripted little banner
is now displayed with other memorabilia in the Centre for Dialogue and Prayer.
A few of us went again for three weeks
over Christmas and New Year when
there were very few visitors, hoping to
make new contacts and just to spend
time in prayer. Doors opened wide
to welcome us. Just before we arrived,
a local paper printed a letter from us
explaining who we are and asking the
40,000 townspeople to forgive us and
our country. This was the best preparation possible for visits – to the hospice,
the Carmelite Convent, the church centre next to Auschwitz Main Camp and
the church adjacent to the AuschwitzBirkenau camp.
The welcome we received at the
Epiphany service in Brzezinka (the
Polish village which became the location of the Birkenau camp) was overwhelming. The local school is named
after the child prisoners of Auschwitz,
and 40 children performed a nativity
play. For Sister Joela, past and present
formed stark contrasts and parallels as
the Biblical narrative was acted out in
this place of horror and tragedy. The
wise men were guided by a star to the
newborn King of the Jews. And here
we were at the very place where persecution reached its peak and more than
half a million Hungarian Jews were driv-

en to their deaths under the sign of the
yellow star of discrimination. Soon afterwards she was to share the message
Alert to the Rising Star* when speaking to 800 young people at boarding
schools in Hungary.

The star has set something in motion
within our community. It was a special
moment when we came together in
the Mother House Chapel and hung
at the foot of the crucifix an authentic
yellow star that had been worn by a
Jewish woman under the Nazi regime.
We sensed that this symbolic gesture
was a milestone in the history of our
sisterhood.
God in His grace has given us two
Messianic Jewish sisters, and there is a
sense in which He is calling us to help
bridge the gap for the growing number
of Messianic believers, who often find
themselves marginalized by both Jews
and the Church. Unless the Messianic
Jewish community is welcomed and
included, our best efforts towards
Christian unity will be thwarted. Unity
with them is one of the vital preconditions for the return of Jesus.
Several of us were privileged to attend
two Messianic conferences held this
year in Berlin. An unforgettable foretaste of what we may look forward
to when Jews who believe in Jesus
and Christians from the nations worship together as “one flock under one
Shepherd” (see John 10:16).

Yes, Jesus is coming again. So let us fix our eyes on Him in the turbulence around us. Our Father in Heaven is at the helm,
and no matter what happens we are firmly anchored in His love.
			

Our warmest thanks to you all for your support and for your prayers,

			

The Sisters of Mary, Sisters of the Crown of Thorns and Canaan Franciscan Brothers

http://germany.marysisters.org.au/wordpress/events/
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