end forth Your light
and Your truth,
let them guide me; let them bring
me to Your holy mountain,
to the place where You dwell.
Psalm 43:3 NIV
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September 2014
Our dear Friends,
What an encouragement and hope we have! Our
God is the source of light and truth that can never
be extinguished. He parts the gloomy clouds, even
in our days of darkness and deception and leads us
personally with a steady hand to Himself.
Here at Canaan in the Desert we can see His hand
at work in the lives of each of us Sisters, at whatever
stage of life we may be. Some of us share:
This September we had to say farewell to our dear
Sister Ruth who went home to Jesus just four days
before her 92nd birthday. After
serving the Lord as a missionary teaching nurse in
Tanzania for 20 years, she
heard the call of Jesus to
dedicate the rest of her
life to Him. So she joined
our Sisters’ community here
in Phoenix in 1976. Since
then, for almost 40 years,
many more people have been
blessed through her prayers, letters
and counseling. Because she experienced the power of the blood of Jesus, she was able to give light
and hope to many who battled for victory over sin.
She was a wonderful gift of God for our ministry.
Though we will certainly miss her, we rejoice that
the Lord has led her home to the heavenly goal.

Another Sister we will certainly not forget either, is
our dear Sister Kleopha. She will be returning this
fall to our Motherhouse in Germany for “retirement”
after being here for 43 years. Her quiet manner as well
as her many gifts with correspondence, her coordinating group visits and ability to remember details,
has made her such a
v a lu abl e me mb e r
of our family here
at Canaan in the
Desert. She shares:
“I thank the Lord
for my years in our
Phoenix branch. What
a blessing it was to be
here during the development of Canaan in the Desert
and the expansion of our various ministries. Together with my Sisters, I experienced both difficult
times and times of joy and celebrations.
Another special gift from the Lord was meeting many
friends who love the Lord Jesus, trust and follow Him.
May He bless and strengthen you. With a verse of one
of my favorite songs by Mother Basilea I greet you.”

High as the sun and stars above
Are God, the Father’s plans of love Beyond man’s comprehension.
No human mind could ever conceive
The plans by which the Father leads
His chosen ones, His children.

Sister Mary Anne continues,“In July,
I had the opportunity to attend the
50th anniversary celebration of our
Praise Chapel in Switzerland. The
Scripture verse (Rev. 14:7 NIV) written on the wall above the altar is so
meaningful:

Fear God and give him glory, because the
hour of his judgment has come. Worship
him who made the heavens, the earth,
the sea and the springs of water.
It has been there since the building of the Chapel
in 1964, and the message it proclaims is even more
valid for today. Though the weather was inclement
and was rainy, it did not hinder over100 guests from
attending the outdoor service and listening to Sister Joela’s address about the end-times, taken from
this verse in the book of Revelation. Every year hundreds of hikers and visitors from around the world
are challenged to worship and honor God wherever
they are, not only in this beautiful alpine setting.
One can only stand in awe, ‘Who is like God!’’’
Sister Pinea reflects: “It was a
special privilege
for me to attend a
large international
Christian conference at Auschwitz,
Poland in August.
We visited several
places where terrible death and
destruction, some
of the darkest chapters in human hisAuschwitz, Poland - communion
tory, took place.
And yet, today, at some of these same places, the
Spirit of God is bringing about repentance, reconciliation and forgiveness, between nations and
denominations, between Jews and Christians, and
with that, divine life and love are flowing forth to
heal. Out of this epicenter of evil, God is creating
hope and something new, preparing His bride from
Israel and the nations. This experience has strengthened my trust in God’s eternal plans.”
These rays of light sent by God give us courage in
the face of the growing turmoil in the world. God is
answering many prayers to send His light and truth

even into the darkest places. We have
probably all heard reports of many Muslims who are recognizing the truth and
grasping the outstretched hand of salvation that Jesus is offering them. They are
joining the many other believers who are
already suffering persecution worldwide
for their faith in Jesus. Let us pray for
them, and also for our brothers and sisters in Eastern Europe who are again under threat, knowing that we ourselves in
the West may be facing similar trials very soon (see
brochure for new edition of Prayers in Preparation
for the Near Future).
In spite of all the sadness and loss of life, during the
recent war in Gaza, we praise the God of Israel for
allowing the evil plans of the Hamas terrorists to be
exposed. Before kidnappings and killings could be
implemented in Israel on the Jewish New Year, Rosh
Hashanah (September 24/25), by means of the large
network of terror tunnels, God’s guiding hand was
strong to defend His people from this attack.


The frightening display of global anti-Semitism
was surprisingly strong this summer, but so was
the resounding response of thousands
of people, who stood
for the truth and the
support of Israel.
Sister Daniela tells
us: “I had the unique
opportunity of participating in August,
with a group of Sisters in four such rallies held in different
cities in Germany.
We joined together
Frankfurt, Germany - rally for Israel
with the growing
number of people who were willing to publicly
stand with the Jewish community and speak out
against the blatant propaganda permeating the
media today.”
Our local group of Sisters in Phoenix often attends
events supporting the Jewish community, to let
our Jewish friends and neighbors, who are very
appreciative, know that they are not alone. Our

Sisters in the other branches try to do the same in
their respective countries. We Christians are challenged again today to do everything we can to halt
the rampant spread of anti-Semitism. May we not fail
through our silence and complacency, but rather be
prepared to come to the aid of those being targeted.
May the Lord give each of us the grace to bear witness to His Word which is truth, so that we might
help counter the advance of the spirit of rebellion
against God, wherever we may be. Let us trust Him
for the courage we will need to endure the possible
consequences.

We are excited to announce that our highly acclaimed
film on Jewish-Christian
relations,“Repentance,” is
finally posted on YouTube.
Please share the link with
your friends and pray with
us that it will have wide coverage on the internet. This is
one way that you can stand for
Israel today!
Type the link in the URL address bar at the top of
your browser. http://youtu.be/J27Y9KbCjmg

Mother Basilea wrote knowing the times we would face:

“… the chosen ones of the Lord have to endure the horrors of this age. ‘A disciple is
not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master’ (Matthew 10:24 ESV). Today the
heart of God is deeply grieved to see His children indulge in sin and run headlong
into destruction. Do we not have the longing to stand at the side of our blasphemed
Lord and suffer with Him so as to bring Him joy and comfort? Many who still take
the commandments of God seriously are suffering bitter disappointment in their own
families: children opposing their parents and vice versa, just as Jesus said in the Bible.
Yes, at work and nearly everywhere else we are surrounded by the satanic spirit of this
age. We are reliving the agonies of Lot. We are made to suffer rejection, mockery and
hatred just as God the Father and Jesus are. … So let us willingly undergo the refining
process and be tested in the furnace of affliction (see Isaiah 48:10) as chosen ones of the
Lord…. If we go through this time of suffering in patience, that is, if we are ever anew
prepared to go on suffering and to bear disappointments and humiliations, we shall
become overcomers who will one day inherit abundant blessings as citizens of His
kingdom (see Revelation 21:7).”
Taken from To Give You a Future and a Hope

Surely the ongoing wars, epidemics, storms, fires,
floods have changed the lives of many people globally. We in Phoenix also experienced an apocalyptic
downpour not seen here since the 1800s. Fortunately, Canaan in the Desert had minimal damage, compared to what other people had to deal with, some
of whom lost everything they owned. Although we
are experiencing God’s hand of discipline all over
the world, and often times of hardships and challenges on a personal level, it is the loving hand of the
Father that is pointing us to the light and truth. Let
us respond as His children, humbling ourselves in
repentance before Him and saying, “My Father, I do
not understand You, but I trust in Your love.”

NEW n
editio

Not for ever will this earth be wrapped in darkness and sin.
Our world is eagerly awaiting its King, who will come to make all things new.

MB

In her new leaflet, Alert to the Rising Star, Sister Joela uses this quote from Mother Basilea. It is our greatest hope! This message is about fulfilled and yet to be fulfilled prophecies, which should be studied and
shared - Jesus, the King of the Jews.

For all those who love Jesus as their Bridegroom and look forward to His appearing, this is the brightest star
of hope in our dark sky today. He is coming - The King of Kings, the King of the Jews! This leaflet heralds
the coming of the Jewish Messiah, whose disgrace and scorn will be transformed into honor and glory when
He appears and begins His reign.
The ways and thoughts of God are higher than ours. Only He could have devised the plan of divine love to
send forth a Child, His Son, the Light and the Truth, to dwell with us for a brief time here on earth. As we
approach the celebration of Christmas, His first coming to us, let us worship Him with the expectation of
His return. He made His abode with us that we may one day dwell with Him. He is coming again to meet
His bride, who has prepared herself, and He will draw her to His holy mountain, the place where He dwells.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support that make our ministry possible.
With warmest greetings, and God bless you as we hasten towards this goal together.

The Sisters at Canaan in the Desert
P.S. To keep our costs down, we are wondering if you would be able to receive our mailings into
your e-mail? (twice yearly) If YES, would you kindly go to www.canaaninthedesert.org,
click on Contact and enter your message. Thank you so much!
Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary, 9849 N. 40th St., Phoenix, AZ, 85028-4099 www.canaaninthedesert.org

