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Christmas ! In the crib lies a Child loved by the 
heavenly Father and on whom His favour rests, a 
Child dearly loved by all believers : Jesus. Every year 
on His birthday there is rejoicing and thanksgiving : 
unto us is born a Child, who is our Saviour and 
Redeemer. He is a divine Child, shining like the 
sun, for He comes from the Father’s presence. He is 
eternal Love, who with His radiance has the power 
to spread joy and brightness everywhere. Just as the 
sun has many rays, so the Child has many names. 
He is called, for instance, Wonderful Counsel-
lor and Mighty God. Down through the ages 
Christians have known Jesus as such.

           o us a child is born, to us a 
  son is given; and the governmen= 
     will be upon his shoulder, and 
his name will be called ‘Wonderful 
          Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ 
    Of the increase of his governmen= 
and of peace there will be no end, 
   upon the throne of David, and over 
his kingdom, to establish it, and 
         uphold it with justice and with 
  righteousness from this time forth 
              and for evermore. 



O Child of joy, heaven’s brightest light, 
Nothing we lack when You dawn on our sight. 
Each grief of ours will grieve Your loving heart; 
You save from sin and make fears all depart, 
You save from sin and make fears all depart.



O Child of joy, to us heaven You bring, 
And dearest Child, of heaven’s glory You sing. 
After our battles and suffering’s dark night 
You have prepared for us ceaseless delight, 
You have prepared for us ceaseless delight.

O Child of joy, come into my heart. 
My Jesus Child, You make sadness depart. 
In pain and sorrow Your love comfort brings; 
In every trial with joy I can sing, 
In every trial with joy I can sing.



Yet this Child has another name, which particu-
larly captures the longing of humanity : Prince of 
Peace. Referring to Him, Scripture says, ‘Of peace 
there will be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and over his kingdom.’ But to this day the oppo-
site seems to be true : terrorism still plagues Israel, 
and indeed the whole world. A recent estimate 
puts the number of children affected by armed 
conflicts worldwide at a billion*), and new trouble 
spots keep springing up.

What Jesus prophesied for the end times is com-
ing true before our eyes : ‘You will hear of wars and 
rumours of wars … Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places  … And 
because wickedness is multiplied, most men’s love 
will grow cold’ (Matthew 24 :6-12). ‘Sin is a reproach to 
any people’ (Proverbs 14 :34) – a nation’s downfall. Sin 
breeds hatred and consequently war. The canker 
needs to be dealt with from within.

We have the promise of our Lord Jesus : ‘Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid’ 
(John 14 :27). When He says He gives us peace, it is 
because He is peace itself. He did not retaliate 
when struck – though He had the power to do 
so – but was like a lamb led to the slaughter (Isai-
ah 53 :7). He kept the peace as an innocent Lamb 
wronging no one.



O little Lamb, You lie there  
 so helpless and weak, 
Yielded to pain and suffering,  
 submissive and meek, 
Not minding how You’re treated,  
 in perfect peace 
Surrendered to whatever  
 the Father has decreed.





Love radiates from the crib, from this Child, 
who has come to bring us peace. And this peace 
He gives to those who follow Him along His path-
way, forgiving when wronged, bearing no grudges, 
making an effort to share His love with others in 
daily life. Jesus really does give us peace. He pours 
out His peace into those who have given their 
hearts to Him, the Prince of Peace, and who keep 
the peace with their neighbour as far as it lies with 
them. As little lambs they follow the Lamb of God, 
not returning insult for insult (1 Peter 2 :23) but loving, 
enduring and turning the other cheek when they 
suffer. What Jesus said to His disciples before His 
Passion began applies to them :

Jesus, the Child in the manger, invites us to come 
to Him. He is the same today : The Prince of 
Peace. From Him we can receive peace. Today we 
need peace. Perhaps our hearts are filled with fear. 
But what this Child has to give us is greater than 
all fears. His name is Prince of Peace, Mighty 
God, Wonderful Counsellor.

           have said this to you, 
        that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you have tribulation; 
         but be of good cheer, 
      I have overcome the world.



Little Jesus, I can trust You, 
Knowing You will always prove true 
As the source of love divine. 
Christmas is the time for giving, 
So You’ll fill to overflowing 
Anxious hearts with perfect peace.



When we so frequently sense our lack of this 
peace, may we hear in our hearts the words Jesus 
said to His disciples as a grown man : ‘Believe in 
God, believe also in me’ (John 14 :1). Has He ever 
failed us ? He gives us what He has promised. He 
imparts to us His peace, especially when the out-
ward circumstances seem to promise none. If in 
faith we receive His peace, fear will vanish and our 
hearts will be calm during the most severe crisis – 
whether at home or at work, whether caused by 
sickness, violence, war or disaster. As Scripture 
says,

He will prove Himself to be our peace, without 
circumstances having to change. This I discovered 
myself when the Lord led me along difficult paths.



In my inmost heart, O Jesus, 
You are keeping watch, I know, 
Letting in naught that would harm me 
Or arouse fear in my soul.

Since on earth in night and darkness 
You endured fear willingly, 
You can tell us what will help us, 
And bring peace in time of need.

You alone, Lord, hold the sceptre 
As the mighty Prince of Peace, 
And You have the power to order 
Fear and anxiousness to yield.

Little Jesus, how I thank You, 
For You truly come to me ! 
I will trust You and not waver 
Whene’er fear oppresses me.





By the power of Jesus’ redemption, we can 
 become peacemakers, reflecting His love. But 
because so few are willing to walk in the way of 
peace, there is still no lasting, total peace in our 
sinful world. Peace between the nations is possible 
only when enough people are living according to 
God’s commandments and turning daily from sin 
in repentance.

Such a group of people is now emerging. They 
belong to the Prince of Peace and reflect some-
thing of Jesus’ nature – His humility, love and 
meekness. They are His faithful ones. During 
the sufferings of the end times they will grow 
to spiritual maturity and learn to overcome, for 

What a tremendous offer ! At Christmas we may 
draw near to the manger and worship the Child, 
whose name is Prince of Peace. Being the very 
essence of love, how can Jesus withhold from us 
His peace in these fear-ridden times when we es-
pecially long for security ? Will He not keep His 
word ?



those who can be at peace while enduring suf-
fering and dangers, fears and persecution, have 
won the victory. They have seen for themselves 
that Jesus is greater than suffering and hardship 
and that nothing can separate them from Him 
(Romans 8 :38-39).

We are preparing to meet the coming Prince of 
Peace. So let us worship Him here and now as the 
Prince of Peace. He will accomplish His eternal 
purposes for humanity through judgment, and 
 establish His kingdom of peace. When that time 
comes, swords will be beaten into ploughshares 
and nation will not lift up sword against nation 
(Isaiah 2 :4) and all the world will be filled with the 
glory of the Lord.
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